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bers of the county council. This committee, with the sanction of the
Home Secretary, appoints the chief constable and increases and dimi-
nishes the number of county police. The necessary money is paid
out of the county fund. On a certificate from the Home Secretary
that an efficient police force is established, one-half of the approved
expenditure as certified by the district auditor of the Ministry of
Health is paid to the local police authority from a government grant.
The balance is defrayed in boroughs out of the general rate and in
the counties as a special expenses charge on the county fund.
For the city of Oxford the police force consists of 112 officers and
men and one policewoman, or 1-25 per 1,000 of the population.1 It
includes a chief constable, a superintendent, 6 inspectors, 15 sergeants,
and 89 constables. The total strength of the force available for
ordinary duties, after deductions have been made for the men on
weekly and annual leave and those absent through sickness, is split
up into three reliefs to cover the twenty-four hours. Since the in-
troduction of traffic-light signals no whole-time traffic points are
controlled by constables. The reserve force of special constables
numbers 91.
The area comprised in the police division for Abingdon is larger
than the area of the borough and petty sessional division together.
The police force for the division forms a part of the Berkshire
county organization under the chief constable and consists of .1
superintendent, 3 inspectors, 4 sergeants, and 31 constables. The
police of the four Oxfordshire petty sessional divisions form a part
of the Oxfordshire county force. The local staff in the various divi-
sions includes 3 sergeants and 17 constables in Bullingdon (Thame),
2 sergeants and 9 constables in Bampton East (Witney), i sergeant
and 7 constables in Wootton South (Woodstock), and i superinten-
dent, 2 sergeants, and 10 constables in Ploughley (Bicester). In 1931
the population of the Abingdon division was 32,870 and that of the
four Oxfordshire divisions taken together 51,015, giving a present
strength of 1*18 policemen in the former area and 0-98 in the latter
per 1,000 of the population.
In addition to routine duties there are a number of duties imposed
on police officers by various recent acts of parliament which in the
aggregate involve a considerable increase in the amount of work,
although individually they may not occupy much time. While the
numbers of the male police force appear to be adequate even for
iheir many and increasing duties, it may be suggested that the police
authorities have hardly appreciated the value of appointing addi-
1 On the basis of an estimated population in 1936 of 90,000.
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